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	Change description: Define the network code field as 6 characters with convention for temporary network codes.
	Type: Modification
	Current wording: [header definition for field 3]
3   Network code   A   ?  -  [UN]


[notes for field 3]
3 Network code. A code that uniquely identifies the network operator responsible for the data.  This identifier is assigned by the FDSN.  Left justify and pad with spaces (ASCII 32).  Cannot be empty.
	Proposed new wording: [header definition for field 3]
3   Network code   A   6  -  [UN]


[notes for field 3]
3 Network code. A code that uniquely identifies the network operator responsible for the data.  This identifier is assigned by the FDSN.  Left justify and pad with spaces (ASCII 32).  Cannot be empty.

Convention for temporary network codes: "xxxxYY", where the first 'x' is either X,Y,Z or a numeral from 0-9, the following three 'x's are arbitrary uppercase letters or numerals and the YY are the last two digits of the deployment start year (e.g. 16 for 2016).  

	Rationale: A 6 character field provides significant space for future identifiers.

The convention for temporary network codes expands on the existing convention of starting with X,Y,Z or a numeral by adding the experiment start year.  This makes the temporary network codes unique and avoids the current scenario where the network start time must be evaluated to disambiguate codes that have been re-used.
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